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The	Pet	Adoption	Center	is	where	you’ll	
find	many	adorable	furry	friends	who	are	
anxious	to	come	home	with	you.	
The	Center’s	 land	was	 purchased	 in	

Pet Adoption Center: Who we are & what we do
1981	 and	 another	 lot	 was	 added	 in	
1987.	 It’s	 a	 small	 shelter	with	 a	warm	
and	home-like	atmosphere.	
We	are	located	at	7309	Arctic	Blvd.,	

next	 to	 the	 Midnight	 Sun	
Brewery	 between	 76th	 and	
Raspberry.	
Not	only	can	you	find	a	new	

friend	 here,	 but	we	 also	 offer	
boarding	for	your	other	pets.	
All	dogs	and	cats	are	spayed	

or	 neutered,	 vaccinated	 and	
microchipped.	Dogs	also	come	
with	a	municipal	dog	license.
We	 encourage	 people	 to	

come	by	and	pet	the	kitties	or	
walk	the	dogs.	
Who	knows,	you	might	find	

your	friend	for	life!
We	are	open	for	visitors	and	adoptions	

Tueday-Friday	from	11	a.m.	to	6	p.m.,	and	
on	Monday	and	Saturday	from	Noon	to	
5	p.m.	The	Center	is	closed	on	Sundays.	
Our	phone	number	is	(907)	344-3622.	
The	Alaska	SPCA	Thrift	Shop	is	located	

next	to	the	low-cost	Spay	Clinic	at	549	W.	
Int’l	Airport	Rd.,	#B2,	in	Anchorage.
Please	support	our	most	dedicated	and	

qualified	Alaska	SPCA	Team.	We	are	an	
Alaskan	organization	 and	not	 affiliated	
with	any	other	SPCA	or	organization.	
We	 are	 privately	 funded	 and	 have	

never	received	any	large	grants	or	gov-
ernment	monies.	We	depend	on	our	Thrift	
Shop	revenue,	your	generous	donations	
and	moral	support.

On	a	balmy	spring	day	in	May	of	2003,	
Ed	Weibl,	 Kotzebue’s	 Chief	 of	 Police,	
called	to	ask	if	we	could	help	out	with	
an	animal	neglect	case.	
While	we	are	always	glad	to	help,	his	

timing	was	especially	 lucky,	as	we	 just	
happened	to	have	room	at	the	shelter.	
Lady	Lou,	a	petite	husky	mix,	was	skin	

and	bones	when	she	and	her	four	puppies	
arrived	in	Anchorage	from	Kotzebue,	and	
we	began	an	around-the-clock	effort	to	
bring	them	all	back	to	health.	
Lady	and	three	of	her	pups	recouper-

ated	and	were	made	available	for	adop-
tion,	 but	 sadly,	 one	 of	 the	 pups	 died	
despite	our	best	efforts.
Lady’s	puppies	were	adopted	by	great	

families,	but	we	all	began	to	wonder	if	
Lady	Lou	was	ever	going	to	peak	anyone’s	

Awesome Adoption Stories: Lady Lou & her pups
interest.	
Then	 one	 day	

Tom	came	by	our	
shelter	 to	 check	
out	 “Siku,”	 a	 very	
large	 malamute	
mix	that	was	avail-
able	for	adoption.	
After	a	couple	of	

return	visits,	one	of	
our	sly	volunteers,	Bob	Sutherland,	plant-
ed	a	seed	with	Tom	about	adopting	Lady	
Lou	as	a	second	companion.	Tom	agreed	
to	give	her	a	try.	
Lady	Lou	now	lives	in	a	perfect	home	

for	her	breed,	with	a	lot	of	hiking,	skiing,	
and	 trips	 to	work	with	dad.	Best	of	all,	
though,	is	all	the	extra	love	and	attention	
from	Tom’s	extended	family	of	friends.		

A	malnourished	Lady	Lou	watches	us	suspiciously	the	
day	she	was	rescued	and	brought	to	the	Adoption	Center	
(photo	above	left).	Now,	she	is	a	happy	and	healthy	girl	
living	a	picture-perfect	dog’s	life	with	her	new	human.
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Mission	Statement
The	Alaska	 SPCA’s	mission	 is	 to	 protect	
animals	from	cruelty,	be	an	advocate	for	
their	moral	and	ethical	treatment,	provide	
them	with	shelter	and	care	when	in	need,	
educate	the	public	on	responsible	pet	own-
ership,	and	provide	the	community	with	a	
low-cost	spay/neuter	program.

History
The	Alaska	SPCA	was	founded	in	1966	with	
the	belief	that	animals,	as	living	creatures,	
are	entitled	to	basic	rights	relating	to	their	
care,	 treatment	 and	protection.	As	 a	 re-
sult,	 the	organization	has	been	 involved	
in	 helping	 to	 alleviate	 animal	 suffering	
throughtout	the	state	of	Alaska.
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Welcome,	my	name	is	Steve	McComb	
and	 I	 am	 the	 manager	 of	 the	 Alaska	
SPCA	Pet	Adoption	Center.
Since	 becoming	 the	 center	manager	

two	years	ago,	my	goals	have	been	to:
1)	 Increase	community	awareness	

of	 the	 Alaska	 SPCA’s	 Pet	 Adoption	
Center.
2)	 Increase	the	number	of	animals	

the	 center	 rescues	 from	 Anchorage	
Animal	Care	and	Control,	and	Mat-Su	
Animal	Care	and	Regulation.

Notes
FROM	THE	MANAGER

I	believe	we	are	on	track	with	both	of	
these	goals	and	that	 the	bar	can	be	set	
even	higher.	
The	 weekly	 adoptable-pet	 feature	

in	 the	 Anchorage	 Press,	 the	 “KASH	
Kritters”	 spot	 on	KASH	Country	Radio,	
adoption	 and	 micro-chipping	 clinics	
at	Alaska	Mill	 &	 Feed	 have	 all	 helped	
to	 increase	 the	 number	 of	 potential	
adopters	coming	to	visit	the	center.
Also,	in	the	last	two	years,	the	center	

has	 rescued	 more	 than	 175	 animals	
from	the	Anchorage	and	Mat-Su	animal	
control	centers	combined.		
I	 have	 a	 small	 staff	 of	 four	 people,	

but	 each	 one	 gives	 a	 hundred	 and	 ten	
percent	to	make	these	things	happen!
Please	 enjoy	 this	 first	 newsletter	

from	the	Pet	Adoption	Center	and	don’t	
hesitate	to	come	by	and	visit	the	animals	
(and	the	staff).	
Cheers,	Steve	and	Mad	Max

Dog	and	cat	overpopulation	is	an	ex-
treme	problem	that	costs	billions	of	dol-
lars	and	results	in	millions	of	unnecessary	
deaths.	Fortunately	this	dire	problem	has	
a	simple	solution.	
Spaying	or	neutering	your	pets	is	a	safe,	

cost-effective	and	proven	means	to	
end	the	tragedies	associated	with	
overpopulation.	 In	 fact,	 there	 is	
almost	no	 reason	not	 to	 spay	or	
neuter	 pets.	Altered	 animals	 are	
healthier,	 live	 longer,	 and	 have	
fewer	 behavioral	 problems	 than	
their	unsterilized	counterparts.	
Join	the	Alaska	S.P.C.A.	in	work-

ing	 to	 decrease	 the	 number	 of	
homeless	animals	 in	Anchorage/
Mat-Su	by	getting	your	pets	spayed	
or	neutered.	While	you	are	at	it,	
encourage	your	friends,	neighbors	
and	relatives	to	follow	your	lead.	
Remember,	every	puppy	or	kitten	you	

allow	to	be	born	takes	a	home	away	from	
an	animal	already	alive	—	and	the	people	
who	provide	homes	for	your	pet’s	litter(s)	
could	instead	adopt	a	shelter	animal.
Q:	What	is	Spay	Day	USA?
Started	by	the	Doris	Day	Animal	Foun-

dation	 (www.ddaf.org)	 in	 1995,	 Spay	
Day	USA	is	America’s	premier	national	
day	of	action	to	promote	the	spaying	or	
neutering	of	companion	animals.	
There	 are	 three	 reasons	 for	 having	 a	

Spay	Day	USA	event	each	year:
•	 	To	 raise	 public	 awareness	 of	 the	

severe	pet	overpopulation	problem.
•		To	promote	spay/neuter	surgery	as	a	

primary	means	of	addressing	the	problem	
of	companion	animal	overpopulation.

•	 	To	 inspire	 each	 humane	
American	to	take	personal	respon-
sibility	for	preventing	the	births	of	
surplus	litters.
	 	Q:	How	has	Spay	Day	USA		

made	a	difference?
During	its	first	nine	years,	par-

ticipants	spayed	or	neutered	more	
than	one	million	animals.
	When	you	consider	that...
•	 	Two	unaltered	cats	and	all	

their	 unaltered	descendants	 can	
number	 as	many	 as	 420,000	 in	
just	seven	years

•		Two	unaltered	cats	and	all	their	un-
altered	descendants	can	number	as	many	
as	420,000	in	just	seven	years
•	 	Two	 unaltered	 dogs	 and	 their	

descendants	 can	 number	 67,000	 in	
only	six	years
•	 	A	 1999	 survey	 of	 186	 shelters	

revealed	 an	 average	 cost	 of	 $176	 to	
handle	each	homeless	animal
...it	 is	 clear	 that	 Spay	 Day	 USA	

has,	 potentially,	 prevented	millions	 of	
surplus	 births	 and	 saved	millions	 of	
taxpayers’	dollars.

Spay Day USA: February 22



3   Alaska SPCA   Adoption Center News  winter 2005

Tails FROM	THE frontlines

1.	 “Just	 one	 litter	 and	 then	 we’ll	
have	‘Fluffy’	spayed.”
	 	 Studies	 show	 that	 virtually	 the	
entire	 pet	 over-population	 stems	
from	“just	one	litter.”

2.	“My	dog	doesn’t	run	loose,	so	he	
doesn’t	need	to	be	fixed.”
		Murphy’s	law	says	otherwise.

3.	“We	always	find	homes	 for	 the	
kittens/puppies.”

The Ten Worst Excuses Not to Spay or Neuter a Pet
	 	 And	 that	 means	 that	 an	 equal	
number	 of	 kittens/puppies	 at	 the	
pound	will	be	killed.

4.	“I	want	the	children	to	witness	the	
miracle	of	birth.”
		Rent	a	video.

5.	 “My	 dog	 is	 so	 cute	 and	 unique,	
there	should	be	more	of	her.”
	 	 The	 shelters	 are	 full	 of	 cute	 and	
unique	dogs.

6.	“It’s	not	natural.”
	 	There	 hasn’t	 been	 anything	 natural	
about	dogs	since	we	began	to	develop	
breeds	thousands	of	years	ago.

7.	“I	just	couldn’t	look	my	dog	in	the	
eye	if	I	had	him	castrated.”
		No	comment…

8.	“A	female	dog	or	cat	should	have	
at	least	one	litter	for	health	reasons.”
		This	statement	is	medically,	factually	

and	ethically	indefensible.

9.“Neutereing	 my	 dog	 will	 make	
him	fat	and	lazy.”
	 	Too	much	 food	 and	not	 enough	
exercise	make	a	dog	fat	and	lazy.

10.	“Fixing	my	pet	will	change	his	
personality.”
	 	 The	 primary	 influences	 on	 an	
animal’s	personality	are	the	care	&	
kindness	with	which	he	is	raised.

Kinsey	Loan,	12,	
(left)	 did	 a	 truly	
great	 deed	 for	 the	
many	 animals	 at	
the	Alaska	 SPCA	
Adoption	Center.	
Her	 recent	

birthday	party	was	a	“Pound	Puppy	
Pool	 Party,”	 and	 she	 insisted	 that	
all	 the	 gifts	 she	 received	 needed	
to	 be	 things	 she	 could	 donate	
to	 the	 animals	 at	 the	 Center	
instead	of	keeping	them	for	herself.	
This	act	of	selflessness	is	a	testa-

ment	to	us	all	and	should	be	com-
mended.	We	 thank	 her,	 and	 her	
mom	Sheryl,	for	a	kind	gesture	and	
a	job	well	done.	
Keep	up	the	good	work!

Party Benefits 
Alaska SPCA

Represen-
tative	 Mike	
Chenault	(left)	of	
Kenai	helps	Eth-
el	 Christensen	
with	 cake-cut-
ting	 duties	 dur-
ing	 the	 party	
celebrating	 of	
the	 passage	 of	
HB	275.	
Rep.	Chenault	

introcued	 the	 bill,	 which	 strengthens	
Alaska’s	animal	cruelty	laws	and	provides	
minimum	standards	of	care	for	animals.

The	2004	Angel	Tree	at	Alaska	Mill	&	Feed	
was	a	great	success.	All	kinds	of	fun	and	use-
ful	gifts	were	purchased	and	then	donated	
to	the	Alaska	SPCA	—	everything	from	fancy	
cat	trees	to	giant	pooper	scoopers.	All	items	
are	in	use	and	greatly	appreciated.	
Thank	you	Alaska	Mill	&	Feed	for	hosting	

our	Angel	Tree	and	thank	you	to	all	of	the	
“guardian	 angels”	who	donated	 items	 for	
our	shelter	orphans.

Angel Tree raises money for pets

HB 275 Passes Pet New Year
Micro‐chipping

Event a Success
On	Saturday,	January	8,	the	second	an-

nual	Pet	New	Year	was	a	great	success	for	
the	Alaska	SPCA	and	the	61	animals	that	
lined	up	to	receive	a	micro-chip.	
The	first	25	pets	in	line	got	their	chip	

for	 free,	 sponsored	 by	 the	Alaska	Ken-
nel	Club,	Doyon	Universal	Services	and	
Alaska	Mill	&	Feed,	the	others	cost	$30	
each.	One	moment	of	discomfort	 for	a	
lifetime	of	protection!	
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CATS:
•	Non-clumping	cat	
litter
This	is	a	year	around	
need	at	the	shelter.
($4	to	$7	per	20lb	bag)
	
•	Cat	stands	or	trees		
To	be	used	in	our	cat	
house.	($35	to	$200)
	
•	Cat	Playpen	(36L	x	
24w	x	48h”)
To	be	used	when	we	
take	adoptable	cats	to	
public	places.	Units	
are	usually	black	in	
color	and	on	casters.	
($100	to	$200	with	
shipping)

Alaska Society for the Prevention of Cruelty to Animals
549	W.	Int’l	Airport	Road,	Suite	B2
Anchorage,	AK	99518

Address	Service	Requested

CALENDAR
•	Ongoing	pet	adoptions	
Call	344-3622	for	dates	and	times	to	find	a	
new	best	friend	(or	two!)

•	Valentine's	Day	–	2/14
Free	critter	kisses	at	the	Adoption	Center

•	Spay	Day	USA	–	2/24	
Help	us	spread	the	spay/neuter	message

•	St.	Patrick’s	Day	–	3/17
Adopt	a	new	friend	and	bring	the	“Luck	o’	the	
Irish”	to	a	dog	or	cat	who	needs	a	home

•	Pet	Adoptathon	–	4/30	&	5/1
Join	us	in	this	national	adoption	event

DOGS:
•	Collapsible	Excersise	
Pen
To	take	adoptable	dogs	
to	public	places.	($75	
to	$150)				

Agency Wide:
•	Easel	to	hold	displays	
and	information

•	Printing	costs	(for	
this	newsletter)

•	Office	supplies
			-	postage	stamps
			-	manila	envelopes
			-	copier	paper

•	Cash	donations	

Our Wish List
When	 temperatures	 drop	

and	 snow	 is	 in	 the	 forecast,	
the	ASPCA	 recommends	 the	
following	 tips	 to	 keep	 your	
animal	companions	safe	and	
sound:
•	Never	 let	 your	 dog	 off	

leash	 in	 snow	 or	 ice,	 espe-
cially	 during	 a	 snowstorm.	
Canines	may	lose	their	scent	
in	winter	weather,	 and	 can	
easily	 become	 lost.	 In	 fact,	
more	 dogs	 are	 reported	 lost	
during	 this	 time	 of	 the	 year	
than	 any	 other	 season,	 so	
make	sure	yours	always	wears	
proper	identification.	
•	Provide	your	companion	

animal	with	a	warm	place	to	
sleep,	 far	 away	 from	 drafts	
and	off	the	floor.	Dog	and	cat	
beds	with	a	warm	blanket	or	
pillow	are	especially	cozy.	
•	Please	keep	cats	 inside!	

Felines	who	 spend	 time	out-

side	 can	 freeze,	 or	 become	
lost	 or	 injured.	 And	 some	
outdoor	cats	seek	the	warmth	
under	the	hoods	of	cars	—	so	
if	there	are	any	such	kitties	in	
your	 neighborhood,	 remem-
ber	to	bang	loudly	on	the	hood	
and	wait	a	few	seconds	before	
starting	your	vehicle.	
•	Wipe	off	your	dog’s	legs	

and	belly	when	she	comes	in	
out	of	the	elements.	This	will	
remove	any	salt,	antifreeze	or	
other	harmful	chemicals	 that	
could	 hurt	 your	 dog	 should	
she	 ingest	 them	when	 lick-
ing	 her	 paws.	 Puppies	 can’t	
handle	 the	 cold	 as	well	 as	
adult	dogs,	and	may	be	more	
difficult	to	housebreak	during	
the	winter.	
For	 more	 cold	 weather	

pet-care	 tips,	please	visit	 the	
National	ASPCA’s	website	 at	
www.aspca.org.	

Winter Pet Safety Tips


